
Measles & Rubella Initiative 
Mobilizing Support Workshop



We have the opportunity to ensure that 

no child dies from measles or is born 

with congenital rubella syndrome



But there is still work to do…

• Measles kills 

122,000 children 

per year.

• Elimination targets 

have been set in all 

6 WHO regions by 

2020, but are at risk 

of not being met.



How does mobilizing support 

contribute to these efforts?



Scenario: In Nepal, a measles-rubella campaign set a goal of 

reaching 10 million children with the vaccine. It seems impossible for 

a few people to take on, but, when 54,000 women take on the role of 

“Female Community Health Volunteer,” measurable results are seen, 

word spreads and notice is taken. 

Audience #1: Mobilizing key communities by 

reinforcing capacity to provide support, protection, 

and care for a common goal

• What are some key barriers to generating 

demand? 

• What can we do to spur demand? 

• What is needed to ensure mothers and 

other health decision makers are 

invested? 



Audience #2: Mobilizing resources and 

political-will in donor markets

Scenario: The M&RI budget forecast 

for 2015-2020 is $635 million. There 

is currently a $369 million funding 

gap. 

• What can be done to leverage bilateral donors to fill this 

funding gap? 

• How can we mobilize additional resources from existing 

bilateral donors? 

• What can we do to target new bilateral donors?



Audience #3: Mobilizing in-country 

advocacy to build local political will 

Scenario: More than 21 million children were not reached with 

measles vaccine in 2012 and over half of them live in just six 

countries: the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, India, 

Indonesia, Nigeria and Pakistan. 

• What can we do to ensure local 

government leaders in these 

countries began asking for 

prioritization of measles & rubella? 

• What further ideas do you have for 

encouraging target countries to 

prioritize measles & rubella? 



Audience #4: Mobilizing grassroots 

individuals 

Scenario: Mobilizing communities 

is critical in measles elimination. 

For example, Lions Clubs in 

Uganda leveraged a 3-day 

vaccination campaign to engage 

community members including 

local government leaders.

• What can we do to ensure 

community mobilization 

programs are sustainable? 

• How can we successfully train 

and equip communities for 

action?
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Group B: Donor Advocacy and Resource Mobilization
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Location: Folger Boardroom
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Group C: National Advocacy and In-Country 

Government Support

Facilitator: Jeff Lyle
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Group D: Grassroots/Individual Advocacy

Facilitator: Anne Myers 

Location: NW 10-079
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